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EXCURSION - NEWS SHEET 


Meeting: July 4 Mr J Miller : Asteraceae 
Meeting: Aug 1 Ms J Johnson : Flower Photography 
Excursion: July6 Australian Native Education Centre : 
Mr A Henderson (special interest 
to children) 


Excursion: Aug 3 Photography workshop (bring own sf 
i 


equipment and film) 


Excursion: July 16 Mid month excursion - details 
available at July 4 Meeting 


President: Mr G Binns Meetings are held at the Art Building, 
Secretary: Mr L Fink Schoo! of Mines and Industries, Lydiard 
Treasurer: Mr J Gregurke St South, commencing at 7.30 pm. 
Editor: Mr A Dyson Excursions commence from the corner 
of Sturt and Armstrong Sts., Ballarat, at 
Postal Adress: 9.30 am for full-day excursions or at 1.30 


PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350. pm for half-day excursions. 


FIELD REPORTS 


Alan Williamson - Fox on the mud at Winter Swamp stalking dotterels and 
at a later date seen stalking 4 Mountain Ducks (unsuccessfully as far as 
Alan could see). Very little birdlife seen at Winter Swamp. Near the 
Vitclay site - a Little Eagle feeding on a rabbit. At Mount Cole there has 
been some crop spraying which Alan feels has had a damaging effect on 
local Flame and Scarlet Robins. 


John Gregurke - a pair of Grey Fantails seen for the first time in his 
garden in Wendouree. Several Eastern Spinebills have been feeding on 
correas. 


Brian Gavan - also witnessed several Eastern Spinebills feeding on 
correas and grevillleas in Mount Peasant. Eastem Spinebills have been 
particularly active in their area during the last few years. New Holland 
Honeyeaters are common too. Brian and Margaret had seen an 
unidentified “wombat-like” creature moving along a fence at Cape Clear - 
a second visit was made to try to find the animal again was unsuccessful. 


Lyndsay Fink - reported similar activity of spinebills - particularly with 
fuschias in hanging baskets. Red - browed Finches actively chasing 
insects. Lyndsay also reported on the large populations of Bell Miners in 
Gippsland. 


Carol Hall - sighted an albino blackbird during her visit to North Yorkshire. 


Greg Binns - sighted an albino blackbird a little closer to home - near 
Geelong. Greg also reported evidence of mice on the move while 
travelling from the Mildura area south to Ballarat. His latest BOP checks 
have been far more productive than previously - 9 Black-shouldered Kites, 
8 Kestrels, 1 Whistling Kite and 3 Brown Falcons. 


Kevin and Brian Andrews - White Goshawk and a “divebombing” 
Peregrine Falcon at Grenville and Durham Lead. 


DIARY DATES 


Wednesday 16 July - mid-month excursion. Meet at the Creswick Plaza 
car park, Creswick Road side at 9.20am [0 Aus Y. [ Q a: | x 
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Monday 21 July - Committee Meeiing at 
at 7.30 pm. 


29 September to 5 October - VFNCA Skills Workshop at Rowsley (north 
Brisbane Ranges). Further details from Pat Murphy. 
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EXCURSION - DOLLY’S CREEK 8th June 1997 


Our excursion convey met our guide, Lyndsay Fink at the junction of the 
Morrisons Road and Angus Road east of Elaine on a fine but bracing 
moming. From there we proceeded on Orchard Road to the Borhoneygurk 
Common Reserve to explore the forest areas disturbed by mining activity 
around the Dolly’s Creek settlement of the 1860s. 


With the flowering plants resting at the onset of winter, members became — 
involved in the interesting historical aspects of the terrain - relics of mine - 
workings, dwellings, water races and mining dams. 


We were joined by Kathie and Denny Rhodes and Kathie, being a 
descendant of Mr Angee (a pioneer of the area), added some interesting 
historical detail to our observations. 


Although the box and stringybark forest was still showing the effects of the 
dry season it was gratifying to note developing stands of sheoaks growing 
throughout the former sluicing areas. Red spore heads of lichens provided 
rare spots of colour on the forest floor. 


The forest was generally quiet (apart from the presence of recreational 
trail-bike riders!) but the limited bird list included Flame, Scarlet and Yellow 
Robins. 

We are grateful to Lyndsay and to Tony Dyson for their leadership. 


GWB 


DOLLY’S CREEK 


Payable gold was found at Dolly’s Creek in 1859 and a small and brief 
rush occurred. The settlement lasted for about five years, reaching its 
peak in 1861 with a population of nearly 600 people. In the late 1860s 
deep leads and quartz reefs in the area drew most people away from the 
surface alluvial deposits there to nearby Morrisons, where mining 
continued through the 1870s and 1880s. 


Small and isolated communities like this relied on the existence of towns 
such as Ballarat to provide them with the goods and services necessary to 
survive and in turn the bigger towns grew as administrative centres 
sustaining a greater diversity of services than was required by its own 
immediate population. 


The “migratory” way of life was common to many people during these 
times - they lived on a succession of different goldfields, including 
goldfields in other states in Australia and overseas - they moved from one 
potential bonanza to another. The obvious evidence of their presence are 
the mines and mullock heaps and to a lesser extent, the tracks and 
remains of buildings. A survey was done by archaelogical students from 
LaTrobe University in 1990 ‘at Dolly’s Creek - covering about a square 
kilometre. The remains of nearly 60 houses were located and mapped, 
also identified were the areas that were sluiced for gold and the network 
of water races that fed the sluices and the locations of more than 600 
mine shafts and test pits. The houses were identified by the locating of 
old fireplaces - fieldstone hearths are the only remains of the small canvas 
or slab structures that served as homes. Many tent dwellers would not 
have bothered to construct fireplaces so the 60 houses that were 
identified would indicate only part of the population. The houses were all 
on the tops or sides of the hills, none of them were built in the gullies even 
though some of the gullies have flat and wide bottoms. Visibility was 
certainly enhanced by building higher up and possibly contributed to the 
importance of the community feeling. Neighbouring houses were within 
sight of eachother, no one was entirely isolated. There was at least ten 
metres between houses suggesting that advantage was taken of the 
available land and a degree of privacy was possible. Living space was 
small - about 3 x 6 metres inside. 
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Some artifacts were identified and presumed to have been provided 
locally. The bricks incorporated into a fieldstone fireplace were assumed 
to have been manufactured nearby, possibly Lal Lal, Bannockbum or 
Ballarat. Glass from soft drink botles was found and while the bottles 
themselves would not have been made locally the contents almost 
certainly were. Local manufacture of goods such as bricks and soft drinks 
made them available to the residents of Dolly’s Creek. The price of heavy, 
bulky items like bricks decreased when local production lowered 
transportation costs, while perishable goods like soft drinks were only 
available because they were produced locally. In turn, local industries 
were able to flourish because of the existence of the markets created by 
the numerous settlements like Dolly’s Creek. The diversity of artefacts 
recovered by the excavation team show how important access to the 
railway line at Meredith was to the community. Seventeen different 
decorative pattems were recorded on ceramics found indicationg the 
range of products available and the number of dishes that were used. 
More than 41 different vessels were discarded by the people living in one 
tent, probably only a fraction of the total number of dishes they owned. 
Given that the people who lived at Dolly’s Creek were there for only a 
relatively short time before moving on, the kind of items they possessed 
was of particular interest to the researchers. Part of a glass plate for cakes 
and the remains of an ornate maniel clock were excavated. Although 
such items were mass produced, cheap and widely available their 
presence was still unexpected in a simple dwelling. Cake plates and 
clocks suggested attempts to beautify the surroundings and the way of 
life, to bring some sense of order to a rough and unruly environment. 
Such items were attractive and fragile, difficult to transport in repeated 
moves between goldfields. 


The transformation of the natural environment as people altered the 
existing landforms to suit their own purposes is evident. Hillsides were 
washed away to recover the gold, and new watercourses were created 
and old ones deepened. The forest was cut down and used as fuel, 
construction material and the linings of the shafts. All of these activities 
have been preserved in the landscape as it is seen now. It is a built 
environment reflecting the intent of those who created it. The builders 
desired the recovery of gold and the landscape was built in the fulfilment 
of that desire. 


VD 
(Ref: Susan Cheney, Archaelogical perspectives on community c 1993) 


Pied Oystercatcher 
Haematopus longirostris 


The striking black and white plumage and long orange-red bill 
readily identifies the Pied Oystercatcher. This bird occurs in 
small numbers along the beaches and mudflats on the western 
coastline of Port Phillip Bay but is very rare on the eastern side. 
They are usually encountered roosting at high tide with gulls, 
terns and other wading birds. or at low tide out on mudflats 
probing their bills deeply into the substrate after shellfish, 
worms, crustaceans and other invertebrates. When a bivalve 
molluse such as a cockle or pipi, is caught it is continually 
pecked and dropped until the shell breaks and then the animal 
is extracted and swallowed. 


Illustration acknowledgement : Nick Day 


Mammals Found in the Ballarat Area No20 


Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes. 

Order Rodentia sub order Myomorpha. Family 
Muridae. These Rats are also known as the'"New 
Endemic" rodents. 


Although widespread and common, often reaching 
densities of 10 individuals per Hectare, the Bush 
Rat is seldom seen in the wild. Nevertheless, 
since it can be readily captured ané recaptured in 
boxtraps( bated with peanut butter and rolled oats) 
it has become familiar to those who study small 
mammals. it is found in sub alpine woodland, co 
coastal scrub, rain forest and eucalyptus forests. 
The bush rat prefers undergrowth of scrub and 
ferns and is nocturnal. Of all the native rats 
the bush rat is the most insectorous, but it has 
such a catholic diet that it can survive acute 
food shortages, following a bushfire and live by 
eating mushrooms which rapidly emerge, Tai bush: 
fires are very severe it may fail to breed follow 
ing it, it's intake of food is highest in winter. 
There is a heavy mortality in males that have 
been sexually active during the preceding 9 monthse 
With the death of almost all adult males and most 
adult females, the over wintering population con- 
sists predominantly of young of the previous year. 
Although they are capable of breeding all through 
the year they tend not to breed in winter. The 
usual litter is 5 they weigh about 5 G at birth 
and at the age of 4 to 5 weeks, weighing 30 to 40 G. 
they begin an independant life. 
Bush Rats and Swamp Rats Are strikingly similar 
in their movement patterns. L 
Their status is abundant and there are 4 subspecies 
They would be common around Ballarat. 

Elfin 


